
Dee Valley CAMRA 

Minutes of Branch Meeting 

7.30pm on 28th May 2025 

King William Inn, Summerhill 

  

In attendance: 14 

Alan Roberts, Rob Gow, Brian Bennett, Jenny Bennett, Keith Harrison, Elved Gray-

Jones, Brian Hardman, Melissa Chamberlain, Cameron Sides, John Morris, Dave 

Cooper, Gerry Lister, Steve Lamond, David Welsby. 

 

Apologies: 3 

Brian Wright, Jane Wright, Deb Gow 

  

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Accepted as a true record. 

  

Matters Arising 

- AR asked again for the Wynnstay Hotel, Wrexham to be checked for potential 

Fresh Ale versus Real Ale (i.e. active yeast still in the beer) - when next in Wrexham 

centre, please call in and ask the question as it is not usually stated on the pump 

clip. 

- At AGM, two vacant roles were being considered by members. These two were 

both voted into the roles unanimously: 

- Brian Bennett as Pub/Club Contact 

- Brian Hardman as Media Contact 

  

North Wales Branch Pub of the Year (PotY) Reminder 

- Reminder to those who offered to survey the three North Wales Branch pub 

winners that the deadline is Fri 13th June. To help, Alan will be in the Elihu Yale, 

Wrexham between 5 & 7pm on Fri 13th June to collect the completed forms. 

  

LocAle Pub(&Club) of the Year 

To help promote locally brewed ales and the pubs/clubs they are served in, a 

new Branch LocAle PotY was launched. 

The criteria are: 

- the pub must serve locally brewed beer 52 weeks of the year 

- a locally beer is defined as being brewed within a 30 mile radius of that pub 



- the pub must be within the Dee Valley Branch area (but the brewery doesn't) 

Process: 

- Check whether the pub fits the criteria when visiting 

- Share all the LocAle pubs you have found and your recommendation for 

nomination at, or before, the 23rd July Branch Meeting 

NB If you cannot attend that meeting, please email your infomation 

to chair@deevalley.camra.org.uk 

- In that July meeting, we will discuss and create a handful of nominations for LocAle 

PotY 

- PR materials will be handed out to give to the pubs 

- Before the 27th August meeting, all the nominated pubs will be revisited and 

assessed, with a winner selected at the meeting 

- Don't forget to Beer Score all your beers as this will decide the winner! 

  

Membership Report 

National membership recruitment is running behind last year's figures but six of 

sixteen UK Regions are up. The national figure is also up 122 since our last meeting. 

Dee Valley Branch is down 1 at 277 members, with Wales down 24. 

  

Website / Social Media 

The "Pubs in the Dee Valley Branch Area Serving Real Ale" page has been recently 

reviewed and updated. 

In order that we can drive more interesting and up to date content on Social Media, 

send in any photos and links to BH e.g. your great LocAle finds or any events 

happening in your local pubs ... socialmedia@deevalley.camra.org.uk 

  

Pub & Brewery News 

McGivern's Brewery - Intends to brew again ready for Christmas sales 

Custom House, Connah's Quay - Closed for over a year but building is now sold and 

planning permission has been requested 

Griffin, Trevalyn - New management pending - still open 

Tyn-y-Capel, Minera - New owners. Closed for refurbishment 

Trotting Mare, Knolton - Reduced opening hours whilst new tenants are recruited 

Llangollen Brewery - AR, as BLO, still trying to get in touch 
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Cider Report 

The newish Wrexham Cider company based on Colliery Road Rhostyllen, has 

scheduled production of its new bottled tropical fruit cider for w/c 16th June. 

  

Branch Pub of the Year - Winner & Runner-Up Presentations 

- Winner: Bridge End Inn, Ruabon on Thu 12th June 

- Runner up: Golden Lion, Rossett on Thu 26th June 

Arrive 7pm ready for presentation at 7.30pm 

Let's celebrate their success! 

  

Social Report / Future Events 

21st June - Branch Social, Oswestry - 12.30pm Meet at Bailey Head, Oswestry SY11 

1PZ 

19th July - Welsh Regional Meeting - 1pm start at the Barrels, 69 St Owen Street, 

Hereford. HR1 2JQ  NB This is a change to original date and venue. 

North Wales Summer Trip - The multi-branch summer social is yet to be confirmed. 

Main National and Local Beer Festivals 

5-9 Aug - Great British Beer Festival, NEC Birmingham. 

24-27 Sept - Shrewsbury Beer Festival - discount available if we go as a Branch, 

same day, probably the Saturday. Details at next meeting. 

NB All CAMRA's Festivals and Events are listed on the national website by month; 

worth a regular check to find the ones for you www1.camra.org.uk/events 

  

North Wales Beer Tasting Panel 

Dave Welsby, Chair of the above, reported that the Panel started up in July last year 

to promote and recommend beers for judging in the Champion Beer of Britian 

competition (CBOB). The whole process takes two years. Thirteen beers were 

entered into CBOB 2025 with Purple Moose's Elderflower (brewed in Porthmadog) 

coming 3rd in the Speciality category at the Winter Beer Festival this year. This will 

now go forward to be judged at the National Beer Festival in Birmingham NEC in 

August. 

Interested in being part of the beer tasting selection in North Wales? Then email 

AR chair@deevalley@camra.org.uk who will pass on your details to DW. 

  

Correspondence 
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- A Pub Protection survey was sent to AR to complete but as far as we know this is 

not applicable to our Branch 

- The CAMRA vouchers have been updated with the new logo / branding and are 

being rolled out now - the old versions will be valid for another 12 months 

- Sheffield has been named the best railway station for beer by the European Beer 

Consumers Union 

- The petition to help cask beer get UNESCO heritage status now has over 25,000 

signatures; but we need 100,000 by end of September to have a chance of a 

parliamentary debate on the subject. You can access and "sign" the petition via the 

link below - please do! 

https://r.mailer.camra.org.uk/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ6uvg967RbAp2SOCzOHjPmvz/

UcpsY76YS2x1 

  

Next Meetings 

June                     No meeting - Branch Social instead - see above 

23rd July              Cross Keys, Llanfynydd.  LL115HH 

27th Aug               Dog & Pickle, Lavister.  LL12 0DN 

To be confirmed ... 

24th Sept             Bridge End Inn, Ruabon LL14 6DA - (BB to action) 

22nd Oct              Crown, Llandegla LL11 3AD - (AR to action) 

 

AOB 

- CS informed us that the Elihu Vale have stopped quizzes on Wednesday nights, so 

this pub is now available to host branch meetings in future should we decide. 

  

  

Meeting closed at 8.48pm. 

  

Keith Harrison 

Branch Secretary 

Branch: Dee Valley 

branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk 
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