Dee Valley CAMRA
Minutes of Branch Meeting
7.30pm on 16th April 2025

Griffin Inn, Gresford

In attendance: 10

Alan Roberts, Brian Bennett, Jenny Bennett, Keith Harrison, Brian Wright, Jane
Wright, Elved Gray-Jones, Brian Hardman, Melissa Chamberlain, Keith Jones.

Apologies: 5
Rob Gow, Deb Gow, Steve Lamond, Amy Swain, Luke Jackson.

Minutes of Previous Meeting
Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising
AR asked for the Wynnstay Hotel, Wrexham to be checked for potential Fresh Ale -
still to be actioned.

North Wales Branch Pub of the Year (PotY) Reminder

- Reminder to those who kindly offered to survey the three North Wales Branch pub
winners, that the completed forms must be with AR by Thu 15th June. To help, Alan
will be in the Elihu Yale, Wrexham between 5 & 7pm on Tue 13th June to collect!

Website / Social Media
Continues to be busy with the sharing of Branch pub info and meetings.

Pub & Brewery News

Mill House, Broughton - Real Ale is not available still after refurbishment.

Three Eagles, Llangollen - Closed Mar'24 but now set to re-open as Wynnstay Arms
again

Red Lion, Coedpoeth - Now closed and boarded up

Black Lion, Bersham - One to keep an eye on

Sun, Rhewl - Re-opened

Magic Dragon Brewery - BB is now the BLO

Llangollen Brewery - AR, as BLO, still trying to get in touch




Beech Avenue Brewery - closed

Cider Report
Nothing further to report.

2025 Wrexham Beer Festival update
Planned for 13/14th June this year at Ty Pawb, Wrexham.

Still no further communication from the organisers so we will not be participating.

National AGM & Conference Report
AR attended the event in Torquay 12-13 Apr. Full details will be available from
the CAMRA website and mail-outs but his standout summary points were:-

National finances are down

- Beer Festivals and the Good Beer Guide have been reviewed for cost
- GBG moving from printed to online over a number of years

- The GBG App will change too (currently is available free to consumers)
- Pub selection for the GBG will change to NBSS

National Membership is down

- Average age of membership is 66

- The new aim will be to attract more of the ave 35 age grouping.

Social Report / Future Events
June Social in Oswestry - Looking for additional places to visit as well as Bailey
Head. A trip to Stonehouse Brewery is being considered too.

BB to finalise this at the next meeting. EG-J to spread the word!
Main National and Local Beer Festivals

5-9 Aug - GBBF, NEC Birmingham.

24-27 Sept - Shrewsbury Beer Festival - discount available if we go as a Branch - let
us know if you are interested - details at next meeting.

NB All CAMRA's Festivals and Events are listed on the national website by month;
worth a regular check to find the ones for you www1.camra.org.uk/events

Correspondence

Branch Pub Data Co-Ordinators Advisory Group


http://www1.camra.org.uk/events

- Andrew Grant has taken the role of Regional Pub Data Coordintor for Wales from
Pete Horn

Glasgow Real Ale Festival

- They have asked for recommendation of which Welsh Beers to order.

Next Meetings

28th May King William, Summerhill LL114TA

June TBC No meeting - Branch Social instead

23rd July Cross Keys, Llanfynydd LL115HH - AR to confirm
AOB

North Wales Summer Trip
- Ideas to EG-J before 28th May ( elvedgj@yahoo.co.uk )

- Bearing in mind that Llandudno and Conwy have recently been done
- Initial thoughts for a twin town trip e.g. Colwyn Bay and Rhyl

Presentations to DV Branch PotY winner and runner up

- BB to contact pubs for best dates and logistics
- AR to provide certificates

- BH to bring his camera?!!

Meeting closed at 8.13pm.

Keith Harrison
Branch Secretary

Branch: Dee Valley

branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk
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