DEE VALLEY BRANCH
MINUTES OF BRANCH AGM
HELD ON THE 24/4/24
KINGS HEAD BWLCHGWYN

Present: There were 10 members present including 1 corporate member from JD
Weatherspoon's.

Apologies: Apologies were received from, Brian & Jane Wright, Brian Hardman,
Melissa Chamberlin, Keith Jones.

Minutes Of Previous Meeting: Note — This meeting is the first AGM of the Dee
Valley Branch which had been formally ratified by the National Executive Committee
at its meeting on 20/04/2024. The meeting noted the previous inauguration meeting,
held on 23/8/23 at the Bridge End Inn Ruabon where a proposal to set up a sub-
branch, was put forward called Dee Valley. An interim committee was appointed at
that meeting to prepare the sub-branch for full branch status, those appointments
were Chair, Secretary and Treasurer and those appointed were Chair Alan Roberts,
Secretary Brian Bennett, Treasurer Rob Gow.

Chairman's Report

Back in August last year the Regional Director for Wales together with Regional
Director for the North West held a meeting at the Bridge End Inn, Ruabon, to discuss
splitting Chester & South Clwyd branch into two, forming a new Welsh branch from
what was South Clwyd. This was in line with the CAMRA National Executive desire
to not have branches that straddled across country borders. It was decided to initially
create a sub-branch named Dee Valley. From humble beginnings and lots of hard
work we have moved on to what we have today and are waiting to be made a full
branch in our own right. (Note — this had been ratified by CAMRA National Executive
committee on 20/04/2024). What we have achieved in such a short time has
exceeded CAMRA expectations

We have surveyed and selected our pubs for the Good Beer Guide, judged and
announced our Pub of The Year.

Set up a branch website and social media accounts as well as taking over the
editorial responsibilities for our pubs on WhatPub.



| would like to thank you all for the hard work and support and look forward to moving
forward over the next 12 months.

Alan Roberts - Dee Valley Chair.

Secretary’s report

| took the role as branch secretary on at the inaugural meeting in August last year. |
have had regular contact with CAMRA HQ and other Branch Secretaries. The sub-
branch has held monthly meetings since the inaugural meeting and the agenda and
minutes are currently distributed electronically to 174 members.

Brian Bennett - Branch Secretary

Membership Report

We currently have 292 members, against 290 on the 20/12/23. In line with CAMRA
policy, members were given the option to remain with the Chester branch should
they desire.

Keith Harrison - Membership Secretary

Treasurer’s Report

As a sub-branch our finances are still under the control of Chester. This will change
now that we have been ratified as a full branch and in the coming months, | will be
establishing our own bank account and financial records.

Rob Gow - Treasurer

Election Of Branch Officers

The meeting received nominations for branch positions and the following were duly
appointed:

Alan Roberts: Chair
Brian Bennett: Secretary.
Rob Gow: Treasurer and Pub Data Coordinator

Keith Harrison: Membership Secretary and Beer Score Coordinator.



Jenny Bennett and Melissa Chamberlin Cider reps.

Branch Constitution

BB has investigated this and contacted CAMRA HQ. | have been informed that most
branches adopt the CAMRA constitution.

AOB

RG informed the meeting that we currently have responsibility for 205 pubs on
WhatPub of which 105 serve real ale.

AR asked the branch to support all pubs. Local ale can be awarded to pubs serving
real ale within a 30-mile radius of the brewery.

Brian Bennett - Branch Secretary, Dee Valley

branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk



mailto:branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk

