
Dee Valley CAMRA 

Minutes of Branch Meeting 

7.30pm on 22nd January 2025 

Pant-yr-Ochain, Gresford 

  

In attendance: 10 

Alan Roberts, Jenny Bennett, Brian Bennett, Keith Harrison, Brian Hardman, Melissa 

Chamberlain, Brian Wright, Jane Wright, Rob Gow, Elved Gray-Jones. 

 

Apologies: 1 

Deb Gow 

  

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Accepted as a true record. 

  

Matters Arising 

Fox & Grapes in Hawarden has since re-opened serving real ale and food. 

  

CAMRA AGM & Members' Weekend 2026 - update 

The potential for this event to be held in Llandudno next year has fallen through. Instead an 

alternative proposal to base it in St Albans has since been agreed by the National Executive. 

  

Website / Social Media 

The new CAMRA branding has been added to our website and Facebook site. A suggestion 

was made to add our Branch Meeting details on Facebook too in order to grow attendance 

and active involvement. 

  

Pub & Brewery News 

McGivern Brewery, Bridge End Inn, Ruabon - No sign of a new brew yet! 

Sun Inn, Rhewl - Remains closed. 

Cross Keys, Llanfynydd - New landlord; seems enthusiastic to keep up the good standards. 

Cross Foxes, Erbistock - No sign of the previously spotted Wainwright Gold "fresh beer". 

Red Lion, Marford - Had closed but since reopened. 

Fox & Grapes, Hawarden - Reopened before Christmas serving the previous range of ales, 

and is now offering food again too. 

Hanmer Arms, Hanmer - Closed for refit; should have reopened by now, but hasn't. 

Rough Hands, Wrexham - "Wrexham's Newest Craft Beer Bar". Note - no real ale. 

Saith Seren, Wrexham - Only appears to sell one real ale occasionally - needs verification 

please. 

  



Cider Report 

Ken from the Bymbo Heritage Orchard is said to be relinquishing his stall at Wrexham's 

Queen's Street Market 

  

2025 Wrexham Beer Festival 

Beer festival planned for 13/14 June this year at Ty Pawb, Wrexham. 

Our Dee Valley CAMRA branch have been asked to source and look after the real ale, which 

includes obtaining equipment and consumables. 

AR to set up an initial meeting with the other main organisers. 

AR to order more membership forms, including in the Welsh language. 

  

Membership Report 

DV Branch has three new members since the last November meeting, increasing the Branch 

total to 282. It was noted there we do have our first member in the 18-25 age bracket! 

National membership continues to fall though, now 145,753; as does the Wales Region 

membership number, at 3824. 

  

Social Report / Future Events 

Gresford Fair on 1st Dec was not as busy as expected, but many attended the Dee Valley 

marquee, sampled some ale and talked beer! 

The Dee Valley Branch Christmas Social was a great success. Good turnout and good fun in 

Shrewsbury. 

Up-coming ... 

Sat 1st March - social to Oswestry including to the recently announced CAMRA National Pub 

of the Year, "Bailey Head". Put it in your diaries - further details to follow. 

Main National and Local Beer Festivals 

12-15 Feb - GBBF Winter, Rotherham 

13-15 Feb - Liverpool Beer Festival 

14-15 Mar - Chester Beer Festival 

12-13 Apr - AGM & Members' Conference, Torquay 

5-9 Aug - GBBF, NEC Birmingham 

NB All CAMRA's Festivals and Events are listed on the national website by month; worth a 

regular check to find the ones for you www1.camra.org.uk/event 

  

Correspondence 

Nothing to report. 

  

GBG 2026 Surveys and PotY Nominations 

Reminder that GBG 2026 surveys must be completed by next Branch Meeting, Wed 19th 

http://www1.camra.org.uk/event


Feb. If you cannot be there, scan and send your completed forms to Keith 

at branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk 

The Pub of the Year (PotY) nomination window is now open - and will close at the next 

Branch Meeting on 19th Feb. Those wishing to nominate should consider the high general 

standard required and must be prepared to survey ALL nominated pubs in the coming 

months.  

  

Next Meetings 

19th February      Glynne Arms, Hawarden CH53NS   NOTE Change of date 

16th March           Aqueduct Inn, Froncysyllte LL207P 

16th April (AGM)  TBC 

 

AOB 

New CAMRA Branding was recently launched. CAMRA HQ are running courses to help 

volunteers get the best use out of the new materials. If you are interested, please contact 

Alan Roberts at chair@deevalley.camra.org.uk. 

  

Meeting closed at 8.52pm. 

  

Keith Harrison 

Branch Secretary 

Branch: Dee Valley 

branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk 

 

mailto:branchsecretart@deevalley.camra.org.uk
mailto:chair@deevalley.camra.org.uk
mailto:branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk

