Dee Valley CAMRA
Minutes of Branch Meeting
7.30pm on 27th November 2024
Glynne Arms, Hawarden

In attendance: 7

Brian Wright, Brian Bennett, Keith Harrison, Alan Roberts, Shelagh Roberts, Rob Gow,
Steve Lamond.

Apologies: 6
Brian Hardman, Melissa Chamberlain, Jenny Bennett, Deb Gow, Elved Gray-Jones, Jane
Wright.

Minutes of Previous Meeting
Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising
None

Website / Social Media
Noted that pubs and breweries are using our Social Media sites much more to promote their
activities.

Pub & Brewery News

Golden Lion (ex Peal O’Bells), Holt - Serving two real ales, Landlord and 49ers.
Griffin, Trevalyn - Has reopened. No real ale yet but licensee optimistic for future.
Cross Foxes, Erbistock - They are serving a Fresh Ale beer, Wainwright Gold !!
Alyn, Rossett - Under new management. Currently one real ale.

Fox & Grapes, Hawarden - Remains temporarily closed for maintenance work.
Central Hotel, Shotton - Awarded Platinum level by “Loo of the Year” inspectors.

Bridge End Brewery, Ruabon - Aiming for a winter brew, plus seven more in 2025.
Wrexham Lager Beer Co. - Rob McElhenney and Ryan Reynolds are new co-owners of the
company alongside the Roberts family.

Cider Report
Nothing further to report.

Membership Report

DV Branch has two new members since the last meeting, increasing the Branch total to 279.
National membership fell dramatically though, to 146,446. This includes 760 joining in the
last 30 days with 343 signing-up from Beer Festivals in October.

Regionally, East Midlands achieved the biggest membership growth (+144), September to
October; Wales is down by 11.



Social Report / Future Events

The Branch Social in Llangollen was enjoyed by all — great weather, good company and for
the most part, lovely range of ales!

The Mold Novemberfest ran by Mold Town Council was popular and successful.

The event at Ty Pawb was less well attended but beers from Magic Dragon were
appreciated.

Up coming:-

Sun 1st Dec - Gresford Fair — 12-4pm (set up from 10.30am). We will be running a CAMRA
stall at this event with a pin of ale and a box of cider to encourage some sign-ups! Help with
staffing is still needed. Please contact Alan to volunteer: chair@deevalley.camra.org.uk

Fri 13th Dec - Dee Valley Branch Christmas Social will be in Shrewsbury starting at the
Cromwell's Tap, 11 Dogpole SY1 1EN around 12 noon - itinerary was sent separately to
members on 21st Nov.

Note: All CAMRA's Festivals and Events are listed on the national website by month; worth a
regular check to find the ones for you www1.camra.org.uk/event

Correspondence
Nothing to report

GBG 2026 Nominations

Good discussion was had choosing nominations for the next Good Beer Guide before
nominations closed.

The nominated pubs were allocated to members for surveying — deadline for completion is
the February 2025 Branch Meeting.

NB There have been some changes to the GBG Surveys Forms — forms and a guide are
available on the CAMRA website.

Next Meetings
22nd January 2025 Pant-yr-Ochain, Gresford. LL12 ODN
26th February TBC

AOB

BB asked whether there is any further news on the progress of the North Wales Beer
Festival and the proposed National AGM and Members’ Weekend 2026 in Llandudno —
nothing to report, however.

Meeting closed at 9.17pm.

Keith Harrison
Branch Secretary

Branch: Dee Valley

branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk
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