Dee Valley CAMRA
Minutes of Branch Meeting
7.30pm 23rd October 2024

Crown, Llandegla

In attendance: 9

Keith Harrison, Brian Bennett, Jenny Bennett, Alan Roberts, Rob Gow, Melissa
Chamberlain, Brian Hardman, Brian Wright, Elved Gray-Jones.

Apologies:
Steve Lamond, Jane Wright.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising

Bank Account - EG-J agreed to become our Branch's Accounts Examiner.

Wales Regional Meeting Report

- Swansea Branch in limbo currently.

- CAMRA leaflets being reprinted (again) in Welsh language.

- Wales Beer Festival to be in Cardiff, May (tbc) 2025.

- North Wales Beer Festival - venue found at Bangor Rugby Club.
- Branch boundaries - to be discussed at our next meeting (AR).

- Community Pub Grants application are closing soon.

- CAMRA AGM and Members' Weekend April 2026 proposed for Llandudno - the four
North Wales Chairs to discuss help.

- Lack of Beer Scoring raised as an issue for selecting GBG content and wider
CAMRA knowledge regarding beer quality.

- Regional Director and Chair reports were given.



Website / Social Media
No update.

GBG Nominations 2026

Nominations are open for the 2026 GBG and will close on 27th November. All 2025
entries must be surveyed together with agreed nominations. Surveyors will be
decided at the next meeting. Nominations should be sent

to branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk with reasons why.

Pub & Brewery News
Horse and Jockey, Wrexham - Status needs checking

Peal O'Bells, Holt - Reopened as Golden Lion.

The Turf, Wrexham - Closed for a couple of weeks for maintentance

Pant-yr-Ochain, Gresford - Closing for maintenance 4th-15th Nov.

New Inn, Johnstown - Closed.

BLOs to update the Pilgrim system after every visit.

Cider Report

Rosies - Poor apple harvest and declining pub sales with limited government help.
The shop on site is closed now but cider is being produced and available at the farm
gate 10am-6pm and online.

Brymbo Heritage Orchard have been recently supported by Wrexham Round Table
to lay 400m of water pipes across the site to help with their orchard and are
appealing for donations of surplus apples and pears to put to good use for the
community.

Membership Report

National membership rose 91 to 147,412 helped by a "Member Get Member"
incentive (55), Cask Ale Week Social Media promotion (70) and support at various
Beer Festivals in September (272).

DV Branch has 277 members, two down on last meeting.

Social Events


mailto:branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk

Cider & Perry Event at That Beer Place, Chester was well attended and celebrated
the Merseyside and Cheshire CAMRA Regional Cider Pub of the Year 2024 Award.

Up coming:-

Sat 26th Oct - Dee Valley Branch Social in LIangollen - start 12ish at Sun Trevor,
Sun Bank, Llangollen LL20 8EG - full route was sent separately.

Fri 8th / Sat 9th Nov - Mold Novemberfest ran by Mold Town Council at The Pod (St.
Mary's Church Hall) in King Street. Pay on the door for Friday afternoon session
(evening is sold out). Sat afternoon tickets available online (evening is sold

out), www.moldnovemberfest.orq.uk

Sun 1st Dec - Gresford Fair - we are looking to set up another stall at the fair (as we
did in the summer). Staffing and beer to be discussed at the next meeting or contact
Alan to volunteer, chair@deevalley.camra.org.uk

Fri 13th Dec - Dee Valley Branch Christmas Social will be in Shrewsbury - details to
follow separately

Note: All CAMRA's Festivals and Events are listed on the national website by month;
worth a regular check to find the ones for you

www 1.camra.org.uk/event

Correspondence

None to report.

Next Meeting Venues

271 Nov Glynne Arms, Hawarden CH5 3NS - 7.30pm start
13t Dec Christmas Social replaces the meeting

22 Jan Pant-yr-Ochain, Gresford LL12 8TY - 7.30pm start
26" Feb AR to confirm Brymbo Sports Club is available
AOB

Jane Wright - At the start of the meeting, BW gave an update on his wife's treatment.
We asked him to pass on our very best wishes.

New CAMRA Branch Fleeces / Hoodies - available soon - pay in advance upon
request - details next meeting.

Meeting closed at 9.01pm
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Keith Harrison
Branch Secretary
Branch: Dee Valley

branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk
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