Dee Valley CAMRA
Minutes of Branch Meeting
8pm on 28" August 2024
Dog & Pickle, Lavister

In attendance: 9

Alan Roberts, Brian Bennett, Jenny Bennett, Keith Harrison, Rob Gow, Brian
Hardman, Melissa Chamberlain, Steve Lamond, Elved Gray-Jones.

Apologies: 2
Shelagh Roberts, Deb Gow

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising

Wales Regional Meeting - date moved to Sat 19th October at 1pm, Cromwell Tap
House, 11 Dogpole, Shrewsbury SY11EN. Any member can attend but if you want
the buffet (at £10 each), then please inform Chris Charters in

advance (chris.pearapple@gmail.com).

Branch Bank Account - signatories in place, just awaiting confirmation from Lloyds.
RG then to seek funds.

Website / Social Media
No further update.

Pub & Brewery News
Update on DV branch numbers:-

228 Establishments of which 29 are Temporarily Closed and 199 are Open. 92
serve Real Ale of which 87 are pubs and 5 are clubs.

Horse and Jockey, Wrexham - Now open.

Alyn, Rossett - New licensees
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Drunk Monk, Wrexham - Soon to brew own Craft beer; acquired shop opposite
Ship, Connahs Quay - Closed

Rough Hands, Wrexham - No Real Ale

Vault 33 Wine Bar, Wrexham - Opened in April - AR to check it out.

Cider Report

Both Steve at Rosies Cider and Ken at Brymbo Heritage Orchard have been
contacted. Awaiting meaningful responses.

Membership Report

DV Branch now has 286 members, two fewer than at last meeting, but including one
new member.

National membership fell by 298 and now stands at 147,543.

Social Events

Successful social in August at the North Wales CAMRA Branches summer coastal
outing in Llandudno with a very good turnout on a sunny day! Got any ideas for next
year's venue? Then please contact EG-J at the next meeting.

The Deeside Round Table Beer & Cider Festival in Hawarden raised an impressive
£11k for their charities with plenty of gravity-fed ale, good food and live
entertainment.

Up coming:-

Join members from 7pm for the Wetherspoon's Beer Festival ...
Fri 11th Oct - Central Hotel, Shotton CH51BX
Wed 16th Oct - Elihu Vale, Wrexham LL111RR

Sat 26th Oct - date set for our Dee Valley Branch Social in Llangollen - itinerary to
follow in September.

Fri 13th Dec - date set for our Dee Valley Branch Christmas Social - bring ideas to
the next meeting.

Note: All CAMRA's Festivals and Events are listed on the national website by month;
worth a regular check to find the ones for you

www 1.camra.org.uk/event

Good Beer Guide


http://www1.camra.org.uk/event

Licensee Packs for the GBG '25 launch were handed out ready to be delivered to the
successful entrants in person.

Correspondence

Nik Antona - At the start of the meeting AR informed us of the news that Nik Antona
has stood down from the NE and position of National Chair due to health reasons.
We raised a glass and all wished him a speedy recovery.

Next Meetings

Following a trial start time of 8pm over two meetings, a decision was made to revert
to 7.30pm during the darker evenings.

25t Sept Bridge End Inn, Ruabon LL14 6DA - 7.30pm start

23 Oct Crown Hotel, Llandegla LL11 3AD - 7.30pm start
27" Nov Glynne Arms, Hawarden CH5 3NS - 7.30pm start
13" Dec Christmas Social TBA

A meeting venue schedule will now be drafted for 2025 by also considering
pubs/clubs suitability for that specific meeting content.

22nd Jan BB to confirm Pant-yr-Ochain is available

26" Feb AR to confirm Brymbo Sports Club is available
June Summer Social TBC

AOB

Pub Survey Updates - Following successful completion of many forms issued last
meeting, RG distributed a dozen more for action. Beer Scoring — KH noted that
during the last three months only six DV members had submitted Beer Scores from
DV pub/club visits.

In order to correctly select and judge any nominations for the next GBG, we all need
to record beer quality during / following visits. please. This helps us to identify
premises serving consistent good real ale.

Meeting closed at 9.25pm

Keith Harrison

Branch Secretary



Branch: Dee Valley

branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk
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