Dee Valley CAMRA
Minutes of Branch Meeting
19.30 on 26" June 2024
Griffin Inn, Gresford

In attendance: 11
Alan Roberts, Shelagh Roberts, Brian Hardman, Melissa Chamberlain, Keith Harrison, Brian
Bennett, Jenny Bennett, Rob Gow, Elved Gray-Jones, Steve Lamond.

Cameron Sides, a representative from the Elihu Yale, also attended.

Apologies: 1
Deb Gow

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising

Jane Wright’s illness

AR updated the meeting and reiterated the Branch’s best wishes to her and Brian.
Complaint against Dee Valley Branch

AR revisited the Dog and Pickle to speak with the pub owner and has now fully resolved the
issue.

Branch Secretary Vacancy
Following BB'’s resignation from the role at the May meeting, KH was nominated (RG), seconded
(BH) and voted in to replace him.

Branch Constitution

SL talked through CAMRA'’s standard constitution and his thoughts on amendments to adopt for
our Branch.

Action: Documents to follow when avalable. All should read these and feedback at the next
Branch Meeting on any proposals for amendments.

Website / Social Media

Action: BH advised he will “follow” all Real Ale pubs/ clubs on Facebook, where this is possible.

Pub Of The Year Results
North Wales Winner

POTY Mold Alehouse, Mold
Welsh Regional Winners

POTY Cresselly Arms, Cresswell Quay, Pembrokeshire



C(lub)OTY Esplanade Club, Rhyl
Cider POTY Flute & Tankard, Cardiff

Pub & Brewery News

Gate Hangs High, Wrexham - Opened again after refurb. No real ale yet

Horse and Jockey, Wrexham - Long Term Closed by workmen spotted inside!

Crown, Llandegla - Re-opening date still expected 9t July

Pant-yr-Ochain, Gresford - Building an outside bar
Bersham Club, Rhosllanerchrugog - Sold for housing

Bridge End Brewery, Ruabon - Still planning on brewing again, but nothing as yet

Llangollen Brewery - AR reports phone calls are not being answered. Will visit

Drunk Monk - AR still unsure as to whether they will be brewing. Definitely no real ale.
Rough Hands - As far as aware, these are still not brewing.

Treasurer Report
RG has engaged with the Finance team at HQ to set up a Branch Account. EG-J recommended
Lloyds Bank as being a tried and tested option that enables the account to have two signatories,
with a third as reserve.

Cider Report

Nothing further to report.

Action: AR requested that one / both of the Cider Reps visit Rosie’s @ Llandegla to make
contact with them and report back at the next Branch Meeting.

Membership Report

DV Branch has 293 members currently, including three lapsed, one new and two transfers in
from other Branches in the previous 30 days.

National membership continues to fall gradually, now standing at 148,228

Action: KH advised that he will check with HQ how best to convert members flagged as not
wanting to receive emails to receiving them, in order to promote our new Branch fully.

Correspondence
Nothing to report

Social Report / Future Events

Sat 6t July — Visit to the Weetwood Brewery Tap organised by our neighbouring Vale of Clwyd
Branch. Meet at The Morris Dancer pub around 12.15 for lunch before a 20 min stroll to the
Weetwood Brewery Tap in Common Lane, Kelsall CW6 OPY

Sat 3 Aug - The North Wales CAMRA Branches summer coastal outing 2024 is to Llandudno.
BB to contact lan Saunders for full details. Update to follow when available.



Fri 9t / Sat 10" Aug - Deeside Round Table Beer & Cider Festival at Gladstone Centre (Scout
Campsite) on the Chester Road, just beyond Hawarden Castle. Tickets are £10 Fri, £20 Sat or

£25 for both days. All proceeds to charity.
Further suggestions for BB to develop:-
Llangollen Crawl, Sat 26t Oct? (AR)

Big Hand Brewery Trip (EG-J)

Chirk to Shotton pubs by train (RG)

Next Meetings

24t July Cross Keys, Llanfynydd LL11 5HH

28t August  Dog & Pickle, Lavister LL12 ODN

25t Sept TBC - BB to check Bridge End Inn availability

231 Oct TBC — Suggested social and membership drive in Elihu Yale during Beer Festival

(date still to be announced).

AOB

Pub Survey Updates - RG reported that some pubs have not been surveyed or any details

checked for a long time; these include pubs recorded as “long term closed” and some others with
missing details. As best practice, members should submit any updates to pub details they
discover on pub visits via WhatPub.

Action: RG to provide lists / plan for the next Branch Meeting to get the worst surveyed asap.
CAMRA’s New Website — AR encouraged all to use the new site to try it out. It is still in trial

stage.

Beer Scoring — KH also encouraged everyone to record their beer scores when visiting pubs /
clubs. This can be done viathe GBG App or WhatPub, either at the pub or later at home. This
will help to build a picture of quality over the coming months in readiness for the next GBG
nominations.

Meeting closed at 21.05

Keith Harrison

Branch Secretary
Branch: Dee Valley



