
Dee Valley CAMRA 

Minutes of Branch Meeting 

8pm on 24th July 2024 

Cross Keys, Llanfynydd 

  

In attendance: 11 

Alan Roberts, Shelagh Roberts, Brian Hardman, Melissa Chamberlain, Keith Harrison, Brian 

Bennett, Jenney Bennett, Rob Gow, Deb Gow, Steve Lamond, Keith Jones. 

  

Apologies: 1 

Elved Gray-Jones 

  

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Accepted as a true record. 

  

Matters Arising 

RG updated us that our Branch Bank Account will be opened with  Lloyds Bank. This needs 

to be done remotely with the three intended signatories present. Once the account has been 

opened, start up funds from CAMRA HQ will be sought. RG to arrange. 

  

Branch Constitution 

It was agreed that our Branch adopts the standard Constitution provided by CAMRA HQ for 

now. This will allow more time to review the points and propose amendments, if needed, at 

the AGM. 

Proposed by BB; seconded by RG. 

  

Website / Social Media 

Website - RG asked that any suggested amendments / ideas for improvements be sent to 

him - whatpub@deevalley.camra.org.uk 

Social Media - BH will share local Beer Festivals on this format. 

   

Pub & Brewery News 

Crown, Llandegla - Now open again; two real ales on; kitchen will re-open in a couple of 

weeks. 

mailto:whatpub@deevalley.camra.org.uk


Horse and Jockey, Wrexham - Still closed but the owners (Star Pubs) have reportedly got 

tenants ready to go. 

Trevor Arms, Marford - Now closed. 

Bridge End Brewery, Ruabon - To begin brewing again in a couple of weeks. 

Beech Avenue Drinks Co. - Brewing equipment now sold on but brewing is not expected for 

a few months yet; Beech Avenue intend to produce real cider in the future. 

  

Cider Report 

Jenney Bennett has resigned as joint Cider Rep. 

Action: AR reiterated the need for Rosie’s @ Llandegla to be visited and contact 

made.  Report back at the next Branch Meeting. 

  

Membership Report 

DV Branch now has 288 members - five lapsed since last meeting.  

National membership fell by 387 and now stands at 147,841. National recruitment levels 

year-to-date are higher than the same period last year but just not keeping up with the 

numbers leaving. 

KH advised that are a number of Branch members that have either not subscribed to 

receiving Branch emails or not provided an email address. KH requested funds for postage / 

stationery in order to write to those, where allowed, to promote the benefits of receiving 

Branch communication by email. 

KH proposed we should add a note on our website and social media to prompt / encourage 

members to opt in to Branch emails. KH to send draft idea of the messages to RG & BH. 

  

Social Events 

Beer Tasting Training held in July at Chester was a great success and very informative. BB 

and KH attended for Dee Valley Branch with others from North Wales and North West 

England. 

Sat 3rd Aug - The North Wales CAMRA Branches summer coastal outing 2024 is to 

Llandudno. Meet at 1pm in the King's Head, Old Road, LL30 2NB. See previous email dated 

14th July for itinerary. 

Fri 9th / Sat 10th Aug - Deeside Round Table Beer & Cider Festival at Gladstone Centre 

(Scout Campsite) on the Chester Road, just beyond Hawarden Castle. Tickets are £10 Fri, 

£20 Sat or £25 for both days - discount available online . All proceeds to charity. 

Further suggestions for BB to develop:- 

Elihu Vale - suggested social during the Wetherspoon's Beer Festival Wed 9th to Sun 20th 

Oct. 

Llangollen Crawl - TBA 



Big Hand Brewery Trip (EG-J to check with Brewery) 

Chirk to Shotton pubs by train (TBA) 

  

Correspondence 

Information from Chris Charters (CC), RD Wales: 

Branch boundaries - These are being reviewed for Wales in relation to pub/club allocations 

in the GBG.  AR to action. 

Real Ciders/Perries - Some submissions for GBG inclusion are not considered "real" by 

CAMRA and are consequently being automatically rejected. Cider Reps to contact CC 

directly if in any doubt. 

Grants for pub buy-outs (£250k)  - These finish next year. Any potential requests should be 

discussed with AR asap. 

Regional Meeting - 2pm Sat 14th Sept at the Cromwell Tap House, 11 Dogpole, Shrewsbury 

SY1 1EN. Any members can attend but if you want the buffet (at £10 each), then please 

inform CC. 

  

Next Meetings 

28th Aug           Dog & Pickle, Lavister LL12 0DN  @ 8pm* start 

25th Sept          Bridge End Inn, Ruabon LL14 6DA 

23rd Oct           Crown Hotel, Llandegla LL11 3AD 

27th Nov           Need venue to discuss GBG nominations 

December         No meeting - Christmas Social only - TBA 

*8pm starts are a trial for July and August. To be reviewed. 

  

AOB 

Pub Survey Updates - RG distrubted eight forms for members to survey specific pubs that 

have not been updated for some years. These should be actioned before the next meeting 

and updated on WhatPub by the surveyor. This is a great way of strategically updating Dee 

Valley's pub data on a regualr basis. 

Beer Scoring – AR also reminded us that beer scores should be submitted too. 

  

Meeting closed at 21.16  

  

Keith Harrison 

Branch Secretary 



Branch: Dee Valley 

branchsecretary@deevalley.camra.org.uk 
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